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It should be striking to us that as we come to the final chapters of 

Judges, which portray Israel as its lowest point where every man is 

doing what is right in his own eyes, what we find is not Israel at war 

with her enemies, but rather Israel infiltrated by the ways of her 

enemies.  

 

No nation is truly conquered by military success alone. The only way 

to ultimately overcome another nation is to change the way they 

think, to overcome them culturally and socially. This is the brilliance 

behind the Babylonian exile, or example. Babylon would have much 

greater success in ruling over Israel if they submerged the Israelites 

into Babylonian culture.  

 

Some of the most deviant minds in history have understood this. 

Friedrich Nietzsche may have declared that “God is dead” yet later 

communists realized that the destruction of religion could proceed 

much faster through infiltration of the church. Their tactic was to 

send agents into seminaries and divinity schools to influence the 

thinking of future clergyman and divert the emphasis from the 

spiritual to the material.
1
  

 

Let me remind you of something I brought to your attention a couple 

weeks ago. The worst thing that can happen to the church is not 

persecution and suffering but being diluted by secular thinking so that 

the church blends into the surrounding culture. The worst thing that 

can happen to the church is to lose her God-given distinctiveness in 
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this world. We are so prone to acclimating to the world that “it is the 

mercy of God that He does not allow the world to love the church for very 

long.”
2
 

There may be some interesting relevance here to our current political 

horizon. Some Christians say that we may be facing God’s judgment 

on our nation for progressively rejecting Him, and that may be. 

Others say we should pray for revival, and believe we should. But 

what many may not realize is that revival may come through 

persecution and the loss of religious liberty.  

 

One of our presidential candidates seems to be allergic to religious 

liberty for Christians in particular. While this should alarm us and we 

should do what we can to preserve freedom of religious expression 

for the sake of the gospel, it just may be that God, in His mercy, will 

set the world against us so that as the church we can once again 

regain our distinctiveness. In other words, days are coming when 

greater resistance to genuine Christianity will strip/cleanse the church 

of nominal Christians. Where there is persecution, there are no 

nominal Christians.  

 

Yet, historically the true church has always flourished under 

persecution—if by “flourish” we mean people increasingly converting 

to Christ (see Acts). This may not be the means of church growth we 

want, yet it may be an expression of God’s mercy. In other words, its 

possible for us to say that should the political and cultural direction of 

our nation put greater pressure on the church, it will make our lives 

harder but harder may not be worse. The worst thing that could 

happen to the church in America is for us to continue to lose our 

distinctiveness/holiness, and therefore the power of our message in 

this world. The worst thing for the church is not its suffering; the best 
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thing for the church is its purity. God’s ultimate plan to purify His 

church and advance His kingdom may even be worked out through 

this current political mess.  

 

So how does all this relate to our study of Judges? The Israelites have 

been through a lot of hardship as a result of their sinful choices. They 

have been oppressed and at war with their enemies. Yet as we come 

to their lowest point at the end of Judges, where we find them is not 

struggling against their enemies but thinking and behaving like their 

enemies. Their Jewish faith has been infiltrated by pagan values. They 

have lost their distinctiveness as God’s people by practicing 

syncretism—a blending of foreign or opposing religious ideas. They 

have traded true faith for self-made religion.  

 

Here’s what I believe we should learn from Judges 18: Living 

according to what’s right in our own eyes (rather than God’s), 

results in a self-made religion that may be appealing and appear 

successful from a humanistic perspective, but cannot deliver us in 

the end. 

 

In other words, We must not live according to what’s right in our 

own eyes (void of God’s Word) because self-made religion cannot 

rescue us from ourselves.  

 

For us to understand what’s happening in chapter 18, we also have to 

know what happened in chapter 17 because they are really one story. 

So let me summarize by way of review. They key verse in chapter 17 

which is exactly the same as the last verse of the book indicates the 

theme that these final chapters illustrate. Judges 17:6—“In those days 

there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes.” 

 

To illustrate this point, chapter 17 introduced to a man by the name 

of Micah who had stolen a thousand pieces of silver from his own 

mother. When he heard her curse the one who took it, he decided to 

return the money. His mother in turn gave her son a verbal blessing 

and declared that she wholly dedicated the silver to the Lord. 

However, she took 200 pieces of the silver and gave them back to her 

son to make a graven image and a molten image—pagan idols which 

God had forbidden. In addition, Micah had a shrine with household 

idols along with an ephod (Jewish priestly garment) in his home. He 

ordained his own son to be is personal priest until one day someone 

better came along.  

 

A young Levite from Bethlehem decided that life as a priest in 

Bethlehem didn’t suit him for some reason, so he decided to go 

looking for something better. And whose house should he happen 

upon but Micah’s. Micah saw this Jewish “priest for hire” as a great 

opportunity and so he makes the young man a deal he cannot refuse. 

Chapter 17 concludes with Micah’s enthusiasm. Now that he has 

secured a Levite priest, all his bases are covered. Surely, prosperity is 

guaranteed, he believes. What he fails to understand is that his 

conglomeration of gods amounts to nothing more than mere 

superstition and Yahweh will have nothing to do with it. The tragedy 

for Micah is that while he is sincere in his beliefs, he is totally wrong. 

In fact, his religion is storing up the wrath of the one and only 

Almighty God.  Notice that every person in chapter 17 is practicing 

religious syncretism—blending pagan practices with their “Jewish” 

faith.  

 

As we come to chapter 18, the Israelite tribe of Dan, like the Levite in 

chapter 17 is also on the lookout for something better. We know 

from Judges 1:34 that they failed to inhabit the land that God had 

assigned to them. Rather than inhabiting the land by faith and 

obedience, they were driven into the hill country by the Amorites. 

And now the Danites have grown weary of the hill country, but 



instead of following through on taking the land God had given them, 

they going looking for something better, something easier.  

 

As they scout out the land they happen upon the house of Micah. Vs. 

3 tells us that as they approached Micah’s house, they recognized the 

Levite’s voice (or possibly his accent), and they ask the obvious, “what 

are you doing here?” After the priest explains his situation, they ask 

him in vs. 5: “Inquire of God (Elohim), please, that we know whether 

our way on which we are going will be prosperous.” There are a 

couple problems with their request:  
 

a. God’s will has already been expressed as to where the 

Danites were to settle in the promised land (Josh 19:47-48, 

51). They don’t need Divine guidance. They need to act in 

obedience to God’s instructions.  
 

b. They are asking a priest that they know is practicing 

idolatry. This Levite is only going to tell them what they want 

to hear, so they are deceiving themselves by getting an 

affirmation from this man who has no true connection with 

the God of heaven.  
 

To give you a flavor of how serious this Levite’s idolatry is, let me take 

you back to Deuteronomy 12 and 13.  
 

Deut 12:1-3 – “These are the statutes and the judgments which you 

shall carefully observe in the land which the LORD, the God of your fathers, 

has given you to possess as long as you live on the earth. 

2 "You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations whom you 

shall dispossess serve their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills 

and under every green tree. 

3 "And you shall tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and 

burn their Asherim with fire, and you shall cut down the engraved images 

of their gods, and you shall obliterate their name from that place.” 

 

Deut 13:6-11 – “If your brother, your mother's son, or your son or 

daughter, or the wife you cherish, or your friend who is as your own soul, 

entice you secretly, saying, 'Let us go and serve other gods' … 

8 you shall not yield to him or listen to him; and your eye shall not pity 

him, nor shall you spare or conceal him. 

9 "But you shall surely kill him; your hand shall be first against him to put 

him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. 

10 "So you shall stone him to death because he has sought to seduce you 

from the LORD your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out 

of the house of slavery. 

11 "Then all Israel will hear and be afraid, and will never again do such a 

wicked thing among you.” 

 

Rather than seeking divine counsel from this Levite, the Danites 

should have raised their swords to bring down the death penalty.  

 

As the Danites continue on their journey they come across the 

community of Laish and conclude that this is a perfect opportunity for 

them. The land is lush with everything they need and the people who 

live there are basically defenseless. They are secluded with no one to 

come to their rescue. So after spying out the land they return to the 

rest of their clan to call their army of 600 men to arms to go back and 

take the land. And notice what they say to their brothers in vs. 10: 

“for God has given it into your hand.” Basically what they are doing 

here is using God’s name to put their stamp of approval on what they 

want. How could they even arrive at that conclusion? Very easily. The 

circumstances seemed to be just right, they had the confirmation of a 

Levite along the way, but ultimately, its what they wanted to believe.  

We really can talk ourselves into anything, can’t we; even convincing 

ourselves that God has given us signs to confirm that He is leading us 

into a relationship or a financial decision that is clearly contrary to the 

teaching of His Word.  

 

As the Danite army heads toward Laish, they once again approach the 

house of Micah. Take note of [vs. 14]. What should they do in light of 



Deut 12 and 13? They should put Micah and the Levite to death and 

they have the means to do it—with 600 armed men. What will they 

do? [vs. 15-20] 

 

I want you to notice several things:  

� This is premeditated burglary based on the end of vs. 14. They 

considered and therefore planned what they should do.  

� They didn’t confiscate the idols in order to destroy them, as 

the law required. Rather they stole them to keep for 

themselves.  

� They mimic Micah’s thinking by taking the priest serve their 

new colony.  

� The priest goes willingly because its an opportunity for greater 

status.  

This is what we might call “ministry motivated by self—promotion.”
3
 

He tells people what they want to hear and his decisions are based 

solely on self-interest.
4
 These kinds of so-called ministers still exist 

today, many of them with impressive looking success according to the 

world’s assessment. But ministry for self-promotion is exactly the 

opposite of the biblical criteria for spiritual leaders. I Peter 5 exhorts 

elders to “shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight 

not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; 

and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over 

those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the 

flock.”  

 

When Micah confronts the thieves in vs. 24, he says, “You took the 

gods I made, and my priest…what else do I have?” (NIV). Notice the 

despair in this confession. I say confession because he admits that his 

gods are nothing more than his own invention. The despair is that he 

has nothing else to trust in because He doesn’t know the only true 

God of heaven. Micah discovered that self-made religion could not 
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deliver him. Ironically, these false gods could not even defend 

themselves.  

 

The life principle here is that self-made religion will leave you 

disappointed because false gods can never deliver you. Self-made 

religion is nothing more than a superstitious crutch—even if it has 

traces of association with Yahweh.  

 

We are masters of creating self-made religion. Just look around at all 

the alternatives to biblical Christianity--Everything from major world 

religions to cults to the social gospel and the prosperity gospel. Even 

within the stream of evangelical faith, there seems to be a constant 

temptation to drift toward a self-modified faith. Beware of our human 

tendency to stand in judgment over the word of God rather than truly 

submitting ourselves to His clear, written word.   

 

Here are some examples of where self-made religion surfaces within 

the church today: 

� Picking and choosing what we want to accept and believe 

from the Bible is a self-made religion. I’m talking about 

individuals who affirm 90% of the Bible yet brazenly say, “I 

just have a hard time with a few things in the Bible.” 

� When a person responds to clear biblical teaching by saying, 

“well, I just don’t think I could believe that….” they have 

unveiled a self-made religion. Its good for you to think and to think 

for yourself, but when your thinking is contrary to the clear teaching of 

scripture, you have a self-made religion.  

� A person who identifies themselves as a Christian yet actually 

lives according to the philosophies of the world/culture rather 

than what the bible teaches has a self-made religion.  

� Rejecting aspects of God’s character and ways that don’t sit 

well with us is a self-made religion (“I just couldn’t believe in 

a god that would send anyone to hell”).  

� Embracing a Christianity that doesn’t conflict with (blends in 

with) the general culture is self-made religion (ie. 

incorporating evolution or redefining moral boundaries so 

that the “church” can get along in this age).  



� Self-made religion is seeking to justify our sinful ways rather 

than repenting and bending our lives to God’s good and 

righteous way. Refusing to trust God is a self-made religion.  

 

Every person in Judges 17 & 18 has a self-made religion because all of 

them have given in to the enticement of syncretism. Micah, Micah’s 

mother, the Levite, the Danites, all of them have some trace of 

association with Yahweh, yet all of them have distorted their faith 

with pagan idolatry and merely have a religion of their own invention. 

The real danger is that we may convince ourselves that our self-made 

religion is really working for us because we seem to be having success 

in this world. Yet the time will come when paper religion will not 

endure the test of fire.  

 

As Judges 18 draws to a close, the Danites’ faith seemed to be 

working for them. They were victorious, that is, they slaughtered a 

defenseless people who had no one to rescue them. In vs. 30 & 31 

they set up for themselves the graven and molten images that they 

had stolen for themselves. I’m sure that they felt reassured in their 

ways.  

 

Yet there are three tragic clues in the last two verses that not all is as 

well as it seems:  

 

1. We discover in vs. 30 that the Levite priest is a direct 

descendent of Moses
5
 hinting to just how pervasive apostasy 

had become. For the decedents of Moses to be the succession 

of priests in Dan, reveals that even the most revered religious 

family was infiltrated with the pagan idolatry of the 

surrounding culture.   

 

2. Vs. 31 says, “they had set up for themselves Micah’s graven 

image which he had made, all the time that the house of God 

was at Shiloh.” In other words, they established a rival place of 

worship, competing with the true worship of God in Shiloh. 

                                                           
5
 Gershom is Moses’ son (Ex 2:22) 

And in fact, Dan would be the rival place of idol worship well 

into the era of the kings. It was in Dan that king Jeroboam set 

up a golden calf so that the people would not go to Jerusalem 

to worship (I Kings 12).  

 

Today, our worship is no longer centered around a physical 

tabernacle but the ultimate tabernacle which is Christ Himself. 

Let it be known that to not center our lives on Jesus, is to build 

on the foundation of an idolatrous, man-made religion.  

 

3. Finally, we are told that idol worship at Dan continued “until 

the day of the captivity of the land.” This refers to the Assyrian 

captivity in 734 B.C. when God would use Tiglath Pileser III to 

bring judgment on Israel for their utter rejection of God to 

serve idols (2 Kings 15:29; 17). Don’t miss the obivious. Dan 

would fall and it would fall hard. Why? Because idolatrous 

self-made religion can rescue you when the fire of testing 

comes.  

 

The message of Judges 18 is clear. We must not live according to 

what’s right in our own eyes (void of God’s Word) because self-made 

religion cannot rescue us from ourselves.  

 


